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Agenda

Empower

Today’s goal: 
Empower you to 
support your 
child’s behavior in 
school

Learn

Learn how IEPs 
and BIPs work 
together

Discover

Discover 
strategies to 
advocate 
effectively



The IEP

•Legal document outlining your child’s learning 

needs

•Identifies student’s strengths and weaknesses 

•Includes goals, services, accommodations, 

modifications, and related services

•Created by a team: parents, teachers, 

specialists

•Ensures that the child receives the services the

y are entitled to under the law.



What Is a BIP?

• Behavior Intervention Plan

• Designed to address specific challenging behaviors

• Includes triggers, replacement behaviors, supports

• Must be based on data and tailored to your child

• Lists supports and services the LEA will give your 

child to increase positive behavior and to reduce the 

impact of negative behavior on learning. 

•Becomes a legal attachment to the IEP



Why 

Implement a 
BIP?

Creating a Positive 
Environment

Uncovering 
Underlying Issues

Professional 
Approach



How is a BIP Created?

You, the parent, or the 
school system can 

start the process. You 
have the right to 

contact the school and 
request an FBA.

The school should 
always consider your 
child’s best interest 
and work with you!



The FBA

• Specific target behaviors

• The purpose of that behavior

• What factors maintain the behavior



Why is it important?

• Pinpointing the Problem Behavior

• Creating Effective Intervention Plans

• Focusing on Positive Outcomes

• Building Stronger Relationships



Understanding the Data 
Collection Process in an 
FBA

• Direct Observation

• Interviews

• Review of Records

• ABC Data



Your Role as a Parent in the FBA Process

Collaborating with 
the School Team

1

Implementing 
Strategies at Home

2

Updating team with 
any new 
medications

3



Using Data to Advocate

Request behavior tracking data

Look for frequency, duration, context

Use data to support changes in the BIP



Strategies, 

Interventions, 

and Options 

for BIPs

Positive Behavior 
Intervention System (PBIS)

Alternative Behavior

Reward Sticker Systems

Finding the Right Reward or 
Alternative Behavior

Regular Review and 
Adjustment



PBIS utilizes a three-tier approach

Tier 1 – Includes 
Most Children 
(80%)

1
Tier 2 – Includes 
Some Children 
(15%)

2
Tier 3 – Includes A 
Few Children (Less 
Than 5%)

3



Tier 1- PBIS

Examples of Behaviors for School

• Walking calmly in line

• Throwing trash away

• Use playground equipment as intended

• Use whisper voice in hallways, library, and 

cafeteria



Tier 2- PBIS

phase-out hidden causes behind 
negative behavior and provides 
support in changing the behaviors.

efforts are focused on specific 
groups of students and what is 
causing the behavior.

prevents the worsening of problem 
behaviors.



Tier 3- PBIS

include an individual plan which addresses specific academic and 
behavioral concerns.

the plan may consist of efforts by special education teachers or 
school psychologists.

designed to reduce the severity of ongoing problem behaviors.



Additional Services

individual psychotherapy,

family psychotherapy 

psychotropic medication management

community psychiatric support and treatment

crisis intervention

medically necessary applied behavior analysis services. 



Outside Services via Act 475

The law ensures that students with autism and other behavioral health needs can receive 
Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) therapy and similar services directly within public schools

Students can now receive therapy without leaving school grounds or sacrificing classroom 
time.

Helps ensure that behavioral health needs are met

Empowers parents to advocate for their children’s behavioral health needs within the school 
system.



Behavioral 
Health 
Services 
Covered

Applied 
Behavior 
Analysis 
(ABA) 
therapy

Especially beneficial for 
students with autism spectrum 
disorder

Delivered by licensed behavior 
analysts or registered 
technicians

Other 
behavioral 
health 
services 
deemed 
medically 
necessary

Cognitive behavioral therapy 
(CBT)

Social skills training

Emotional regulation support



Key Provisions

Schools cannot 
prohibit these 

services if they meet 
the legal criteria.

They must allow 
providers to deliver 

therapy without 
disrupting academic 

instruction.

Each school district 
must adopt a public 
policy outlining how 
these services will be 

implemented.



MONITORING and EVALUATION

Progress Reporting: 

• Policies must include provisions for the behavioral health provider to regularly report on 
students' progress and student and school safety concerns as related to the student's 
educational program to the school and parents and guardians. 

• Local policies determine frequency and content, but reports could be issued weekly or bi-
weekly.  

• Progress reports could include information on some or all of the following: 

• Academic Progress: Include updates on how the student’s behavioral health supports 
are impacting their academic performance. 

• Behavioral Goals: Track and report on the student’s progress toward specific behavioral 
goals outlined in the service plan. 

• Behavioral Interventions: Detail which behavioral interventions were used, their 
success, and any adjustments made.



Behavioral Protections 
Under IDEA

• Manifestation Determination

• Change in Placement 

Protections



Discipline and Due Process

Students with 
IEPs can be 
disciplined

Procedural 
Safeguards



I’m Told I 

Have To 

Attend An 

Expulsion 

Hearing. 
What Now?

You still have due process rights to 
appeal the suspension and even the 
manifest determination finding

The school must send you a notice of 
hearing

You have the right to have representation 
at that meeting

Even if you lose the hearing, you have the 
right to appeal
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